PROGRAM ORDER
Prel u de
Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown ........................................................................................ Arr. Dale Wood
Austrian Hymn..................................................................................... Franz Joseph Haydn, arr. Don Hustad
Organist: Marilou Hinchcliff

National Anthem
The Star-Spangled Banner* ............................................................... . John Stafford Smith, Francis Scott Key

Hymn
God of Our Fathers*..................................................................... NATIONAL HYMN, arr. Robert Cox Passow

Musical Selection s, Stor ies and Poems
Home, Sweet Home............................................................................ Henry R. Bishop, John Howard Payne
Soloists: Abaigael Noss, Katie Noss, Rebecca Micca
Shickshinny (Surrounded by Five Mountains) ............................................................................Walter Hontz
Read by Kathleen L. McKenzie
Indian Lullaby .................................................................................... Walter H. Aiken, Henry W. Longfellow
Soloists: Kathleen L. McKenzie, Michelle Boberick, Rochelle Dymond
The Mountains Are Calling Me.................................................................................................... Tom Shelton
Women’s Chorus
O God, Beneath Thy Guiding Hand ....................................................Nehemiah Shumway, Leonard Bacon
Deep River.............................................................................................................. African American spiritual
Aura Lee .................................................................... George R. Poulton, W. W. Fosdick, arr. Emily Crocker
Men’s Chorus
Battle Hymn of the Republic* ............................................................. John William Steffe, Julia Ward Howe
Tenting on the Old Camp Ground ...................................................................................... Walter Ketteridge
The Erie Canal Song .......................................................................................................... American folk song
Instrumentalists
On the Railroad ...............................................................................................................Dave and Jean Perry

A freewill offering will be taken at this time in support of the Community Choirfest.
Simple Gifts ....................................................................................... ............ Shaker hymn, arr. Wilbur Held
Organist: Marilou Hinchcliff

(The Coalfields of) Shickshinny** ...................................................................... Barry Voight and Chip Taylor
Vocals: Linda Maczuga, Kathleen L. McKenzie, Raphael Micca, Rebecca Micca, Ray Wasenda
Guitar and Vocals: Rick Matysik
Shickshinny High School Alma Mater* .............................................................. ANNIE LISLE, arr. Eric Nelson
Faith of Our Fathers*.......................................... Henry F. Hemy, Frederick W. Faber, arr. Randall DeBruyn
On Jordan’s Stormy Banks.............................................................................. PROMISED LAND, arr. R. Micca
Soloist: Kathleen L. McKenzie
In Flanders Fields ......................................................... John Jacobson and Roger Emerson, Dr. John McCrae
Soloist: Karin Lazarowicz
Eternal Father, Strong to Save................................................................................ MELITA, arr. John B. Dykes
Organist: Marilou Hinchcliff
Gather at the River ................................................................................................ Robert Lowry, arr. R. Micca
Soloist: Roger Noss
Shickshinny – 150 Years!.............................................................................................. June Kessler, R. Micca
Soloist: Pamela Dymond
Narrator: Rev. Terry Hughes
Shickshinny 2011 ......................................................................................................................... June Kessler
Read by June Kessler
Remarks ....................................................................................................................................Raphael Micca
Benediction ........................................................................................................................ Rev. Terry Hughes

Hymn
We Praise You, O God* ....................................................................................... KREMSER, arr. Lloyd Larson

Postlude
Sing to the Lord a New and Glorious Song .............................................................................. arr. Lani Smith
Organist: Marilou Hinchcliff

Thank you for attending the eighth annual Community Choirfest. A reception will follow the performance
in the church basement. Please join us for fellowship and refreshments.

*Audience members are invited to sing selections marked with an asterisk.
**Courtesy of Chip Taylor and Train Wreck Records.
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God of Our Fathers
Daniel C. Roberts

NATIONAL HYMN
George Warren

Shickshinny High School Alma Mater
ANNIE LISLE
Arr. Eric Nelson

Battle Hymn of the Republic
Julia Ward Howe

BATTLE HYMN OF THE REPUBLIC
John William Steffe

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He has loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword,
His truth is marching on.
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on!
I have seen him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps,
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps;
I can read his righteous sentence by the dim of flaring lamps,
His day is marching on. Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! etc.
He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat,
He is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him, be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on. Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! etc.
In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me;
As He died to make men holy let us live to make men free!
While God is marching on. Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! etc.

Faith of Our Fathers
Frederick W. Faber

ST. CATHERINE
Henry F. Hemy, adapt. by James G. Walton

Faith of our fathers! living still
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword.
O how our hearts beat high with joy
When-e’er we hear that glorious Word!
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.

Faith of our fathers! we will strive
To win all nations unto thee.
And through the truth that comes from God
We all shall then be truly free:
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.

Faith of our fathers! we will love
Both friend and foe in all our strife,
And preach thee, too, as love knows how
By kindly words and virtuous life:
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.

We Praise You, O God
Julia C. Cory, alt.

KREMSER
Arr. Lloyd Larson

We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring;
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
We bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.
We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers;
Through life’s storm and tempest our guide you have been;
When perils o’er take us, you never forsake us,
And with your help, O Lord, our battles we win.
With voices united our praises we offer,
Our songs of thanksgiving to you we now raise;
Your strong arm will guide us, our God is beside us,
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

SELECTIONS FROM “A HISTORY OF SHICKSHINNY”
by Walter Hontz (1892-1981)

INTRODUCTION
“The following words are just a jaunt down memories lane; time marches on but memories linger.”1 So begins
Walter Hontz’s history of Shickshinny. Born in Slocum Township in 1892, Mr. Hontz moved to Shickshinny in
1916 and spent the remainder of his eighty-nine years here. He spent forty years working for the West End Coal
Company in Mocanaqua and eighteen as an electrician in Berwick. Mr. Hontz loved his adopted hometown and
its history. Before his passing in 1981, he compiled a written history of Shickshinny from local history books,
newspaper clippings, and his own personal
recollection.
“Shickshinny is not the place of my birth but
the place of my choice,” said Mr. Hontz.
“Business people, professional people and
residents of this town have always treated
me kindly. And now I would like … to pass
on to others some of the history of
Shickshinny that I know of – things that
have happened in my lifetime; things that
have occurred in years gone by and told to
me by other residents; incidents that have
happened and are recorded in old history
books of this valley and old newspaper
accounts of interesting things that have occurred in and around our town. I know that I will only touch the
surface of the different interesting things that have taken place in and around our village. For each hour, each
day, each year, history is being made and my apologies go out to anyone for any incidents that I have missed
and there are many. It was once said “that life’s heaviest burden was to have nothing to bear or carry” but the
residents of this town picked up a real load and carried it well and their labor and accomplishments can be seen
nearly everywhere.”2

NATIVE AMERICANS
There is a tendency to romanticize the experience of the American Indian in poetry and song. In reality, the first
residents of Shickshinny lived hard lives and the arrival of white settlers only added to their problems. “The
Indians that inhabited this region before white man began to arrive were mostly tribes that spoke the Algonquin
language. The most important tribes of those groups were the Lenni-Lenape, also known as the Delaware. … It
has been said about those peaceful tribes of Indians that they have never pulled one scalp since the beginning of
time and they point with pride to the fact they took no part in the Wyoming Massacre.”3
Native people helped early settlers adjust to their new surroundings. They taught them how to build log cabins,
how to get sugar from maple trees, and how to grow corn.4 An Indian believed “that the Great Spirit put all
things here for all the people and he would share with friend or stranger alike and ask for nothing in return….”
But relations between natives and settlers were not always rosy. At one time, the government of Pennsylvania
offered two hundred fifty dollars to any citizen in exchange for an Indian scalp.5 “And some of the early settlers
[of Shickshinny] were tortured to death on what is now the ball ground, and it is too gruesome to mention [the
details].”6
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Early settlers once “held a meeting with the Indians and proposed that each side… choose ten men to sit in
council until one side … would yield the land to the other. To this the Indians agreed. So both sides chose the
cliff of rock that overlook[s] Wapwallopen and known at the time as the ‘Pulpit Rock’ but after this meeting it
was named ‘Kansal Kopf’ or ‘Council Head.’ The Indians relied on their endurance, being acclimated to outdoor
living and only brought rum and tobacco while the Dutch brought wheelbarrows filled with rye bread, sausage
and sauerkraut. They even brought clothing for inclement weather. When evening came they built a fire but no
one talked. The Dutch ate while the Indians just smoked. Now this went on for three days. When noon of the
third day came the Indians said, ‘If that is all that this land will produce we would rather have the names of the
places than the land.’ To this proposition the Dutch readily agreed. So some names that the Indians gave
different locations in the valley remain, … Shickshinny, surrounded by five mountains: Newport, Lee, Rocky,
Knob and Lookout – where the Indians in time of danger would put up smoke signals.”7

SHICKSHINNY BOROUGH
“Shickshinny, right from the very beginning was destined to become a busy and thriving community, because
here is the only break in the … mountains for sixteen miles up and down the river.”8 The four men most
responsible for the town as we know it today purchased these two hundred and fifty-six acres from the heirs of
Mathias Hollenback. Lot Search, George W. Search, Nathan B. Crary and Nathan Garrison faced no small
challenge in carving out this town. Think of Rockview Avenue behind the Presbyterian Church. “How those old
residents cut through … solid rock on this hillside with the tools they had in that day is amazing. We travel those
streets today with very little thought of the sweat and hard labor that it took to construct those stone arch bridges
and roadways.”9
The village grew rapidly. On August 1, 1861, a petition to incorporate Shickshinny was filed at the Luzerne
County Courthouse and on November 30 of that year, Shickshinny officially became a borough.10

BRIDGES OVER THE SUSQUEHANNA
“Borough officials were
instrumental in having a bridge
built across the river from
Shickshinny to Hartville, now
Mocanaqua.”11 The first of several
covered toll bridges between the
two towns opened in 1859. “The
last toll that was charged to cross
the river on this bridge was two
cents for a person to walk across
and thirty five cents for a team of
horses to cross.” At that time
there was a ‘nickelette’ in
Shickshinny; admission was five
cents. One evening when a
particularly exciting thriller was
on the screen, a few Mocanaqua
boys decided they just had to
cross the river and see the show. The only problem was they didn’t have enough money to cross the toll bridge
and see the film. So what did they do? They went around the tollbooth and climbed the water pipe across the
river. “Needless to say those boys had two thrillers in one evening.”12
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ISLANDS
In the early years of our town, residents took advantage of the fertile soil on the islands for farming. One of the
first local families to do this was the Rhinards. “One time Mame Rhinard and her mother were on the island
caring for the farm animals when suddenly the river was filled with fast flowing ice. Now when Mame
Rhinard’s brother Ollie … heard the predicament his mother and sister were in” he rushed to their aid.13 Those
who knew the river advised against it, but Ollie was determined to save them. Friends and neighbors shook
hands with Ollie, thinking he would never make it back alive. But he managed to cross the treacherous, icy river
in a rowboat, thus saving the lives of his mother and sister as well as the cow and pigs trapped on the island.
“Folks talked about this act of bravery for a long time afterwards.”14
Bald Eagle Island was used for farming until a tragic ferryboat accident occurred in 1923. Two men trying to
cross the river to care for their animals drowned when a support cable became dislodged, causing a pulley to be
pulled loose from the boat. The ferry began “to swing about so violently that both men were thrown in the river
and drowned.”15
Despite such tragedies, happy memories were forged on Shickshinny’s islands over the years. Many residents
took advantage of them for camping and recreation. At one time, Mr. David Daniels operated motorboats, a
dance hall, and a concession stand on Belles Island. It was a popular summertime getaway.16

DOCTOR BRIGGS’ BICYCLE

Dr. Briggs is second from the right.

The story of Shickshinny is made up of many
interesting characters. One notable individual was a
physician by the name of Doctor J.F. Briggs. “Dr.
Briggs had horses to take him to … his [rural]
patients but at times when the weather permitted he
would use a bicycle. … One time when Dr. Briggs
was coming down the Pond Hill mountain quite fast,
he passed a farmer who was driving a horse in an
open rig. [As the doctor sped by,] the horse bolted
and threw the farmer out of the rig…. When the
farmer’s wife heard of this mishap she said, “Now I
do not wish the doctor any bad luck but I hope that
the next time he gets on that ‘thing’ he falls off and
breaks his neck!” Cusswords omitted.”17

THE CANAL
With its close proximity to the river, one might wonder why Shickshinny ever needed railroads or a canal. “In
1791, the Pennsylvania Assembly declared the Susquehanna River a public highway and money was
appropriated to make it navigable.”18 But after several tragic accidents involving riverboats, the Susquehanna
was deemed too dangerous for large boat traffic. “So the construction of a network of canals became necessary.”
In August of 1825, Nathan Beach and Jacob Cist – both residents of Shickshinny – represented Luzerne County
at a state convention on internal improvement. Forty million dollars were allocated to statewide improvement
projects, including a canal along the Susquehanna.19 Ground was broken at Berwick on July 4, 1825.
“According to eyewitnesses the day’s activities went like this: The plow was held by Nathan Beach and was
13
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drawn by a splendid yoke of red oxen owned and driven by Alexander Jameson. The loose dirt was removed by
men with wheelbarrows. A rock was blasted, a cannon was fired, whiskey was drunk and all returned to their
homes happy and buoyant with the hopes of a glorious future. The peace … was disturbed by five displays of
pugilistic science, better known as fistfights – absolutely essential … in those days just to soothe certain
people’s emotions.”20
By the summer of 1826, the canal reached Shickshinny and in 1829 construction concluded in Nanticoke. The
first canal boat, the “Wyoming,” was built by John Koons and launched that same year. On its maiden voyage, it
traveled from Shickshinny to Nanticoke, where “it was
loaded with ten tons of Anthracite coal and some flour.
Canal lock in Beach Haven
Then it was turned in the chute that was constructed in
the Nanticoke dam and was sent down the Susquehanna
River. Then by the way of the Union and Schuylkill
canals it was floated into Philadelphia, where its cargo
was replaced by fifteen tons of dry goods.”21
In addition to being an important connection to major
industrial hubs, the canal provided a comfortable
alternative to stage coach travel. Packet boats included
separate cabins for men and women, an extensive
collection of fine liquors, and a full service kitchen.
Shickshinny residents took full advantage of the latter.
“When a packet boat would stop at a lock near meal
time, some passengers would get off for a short talk with the gate or lock tender to hear the news and give some
in exchange. This gave some freeloaders a chance to mingle with the passengers, then sneak on the boat
unnoticed and have a good meal then get off at the next lock, their purse no lighter but the freeloader would be
pounds heavier.”22

THE RAILROAD
As railroads became the more practical and economical option for transportation, canals became obsolete. The
last packet boat left Berwick for Shickshinny shortly after the end of the Civil War.23 But while one era was
ending, another was just beginning.
“When the Lackawanna and Bloomsburg
Railroad was built through Shickshinny in
1854 and the first train was entering the
village, the sides of the railroad were lined
with sightseers….”24 Like the canals, the
railroads provided an important link
between Shickshinny and the major
industrial centers as well as passenger
service. For many years, most of the
town’s mail came by way of the railroad.
Shickshinny’s station also served an
important social function. “Numerous
townsfolk would walk up to the railroad
station when the evening trains came in
just to see who was leaving and who came to town.”25 After one hundred twenty-two years of rail service, the
last train passed through Shickshinny on April 18, 1976 bringing another wonderful era of local history to a
close.26
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ANTHR ACITE MINING
Anthracite mining was largely responsible for Shickshinny’s rapid growth.27 While the area’s first colliery was
located in nearby Salem Township, it was primarily Shickshinny residents who provided the manpower.
Not all the early experiments were successful. At one time, three coal companies attempted to operate mines in
Mocanaqua and not one of them was economically viable. For a time, Hartville, as it was then called, became a
ghost town with “silent grass grown streets and neat looking, though tenantless houses….”28 Eventually,
successful mining operations could be found on both sides of the river, providing work for local residents and
handsome profits for the mine owners. Life was hard for Shickshinny’s coal miners: ten hour work days, “plus
an additional hour to get out of the mines and walk home, time to clean up, eat his meals and get some rest for
the next day’s work, which was all dangerous and hard labor.”29 Even children were not spared. Boys as young
as eight were put to work in the breaker separating the coal from the slate. While many years have passed since
mining operations ceased in Shickshinny and Mocanaqua, the anthracite legacy still impacts our town today.

A BRIGHT IDEA
Electric lights were first available to Shickshinny residents in 1893 thanks to a coal-fired municipal light plant.30
With electric light and running water, the town was primed for growth. At its height, Shickshinny boasted
fourteen general stores, three hotels, two drug stores, a hat store, candy shops, hardware stores, livery stables, a
cigar factory, a gristmill, three churches, two schools, a movie and an opera house. The town once boasted a
population of 2,600 residents.31

SCHOOLS
Shickshinny’s first school preceded the incorporation of the
borough by twenty-three years. A small log house on what is
now Glen Avenue served as the first school. In 1858, the
Brown School was built. While it was only one room, the
building “was used for political gatherings, community socials,
police headquarters, school and church.”32 A larger, four room
brick school was erected in 1860 and two more rooms were
added a few years later. “A high school course of study was
adopted but it was soon discontinued because everyone in the
first graduating class failed to pass the teacher’s
Junior High School
examination.”33 Fortunately, local students were given a
second chance a few years later and a high school education has been available ever since.
In the late 1920s, there were three high schools serving the borough of Shickshinny: the Church Street School,
the Brown School, and the High School. The town entered a new era when the F.L. Garrison Memorial High
School was constructed in 1939. The
school was built in honor of Forest
Ludwick Garrison, the son of Nathan
Garrison, one of Shickshinny’s
founding fathers. Mr. Garrison left
Shickshinny as a young man to try his
luck in the West Virginia coal
industry. While he was extremely
26
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F.L. Garrison Memorial High School

successful in this venture, he never forgot his hometown. Before his death, Mr. Garrison willed the town a large
portion of his estate. It was the Garrison fund that made the erection of the new high school possible. This
school served the town until the Northwest Area School District was formed in 1952. For nearly sixty years
afterwards, the Garrison school continued to serve the children of Shickshinny as an elementary school.34

CHURCHES
Shickshinny had no church until 1858 when the Brown
School was built by Union Township, although there was
a Methodist Sunday School in town since 1846. In 1860,
the Union Church was built to serve both Methodist and
Presbyterian congregations. It was this church that
boasted the town’s first choir.
The Methodist Church “was built in 1870 by the
Methodist Episcopal congregation at a cost of $11,000.
… In 1874, the Presbyterians built the stone basement of
their present church at a cost of $4,700. This was used
for all purposes until March 7, 1878 when the remainder
of the building was completed.”35 Shickshinny’s newest
church, the Assembly of God on Main Street was built in 1958. While there are no Catholic churches in
Shickshinny, two parishes were established across the river in Mocanaqua over a century ago.

FLOODS
Close proximity to the river has brought both
prosperity and peril to the people of
Shickshinny. The town’s history is flooded with
stories about the Susquehanna overflowing it
banks. Among the earliest recorded floods is the
“Pumpkin flood” of 1786. Heavy October rains
swept away homes, mills, and crops including a
large amount of pumpkins that were seen
floating down the river.36 A “double flood”
occurred in 1936 when the river crested well
about flood stage twice in two weeks.37
The devastating flood of 1972 hit Shickshinny
particularly hard. The waters of Shickshinny
Creek damaged or destroyed many of the
buildings along its banks. The town’s stone arch
bridge “took the pounding of the big trucks for
years but couldn’t stand up against the pressure of that water in the creek and collapsed…”38 Despite the
devastation wrought by tropical storm Agnes, many local residents were determined to rebuild. But three years
later another storm hit, and while it was not as damaging as the flood of 1972, it “so discouraged a large number
of residents … that they put their newly rebuilt homes up for demolition” and left town forever.
Thirty-six years and several floods later, our town still stands. It may be smaller than it was at its peak, but its
longevity is a testament to the determination of its residents and their love for this beautiful part of the world.
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WARS
The people of Shickshinny are no strangers to war efforts. The American Civil War was just beginning when
Shickshinny incorporated as a borough. Of the twenty-four local men who volunteered for service in the Union
Army, eight gave up their lives for their country.39 Shickshinny men and women have participated proudly in all
major military conflicts since that time, including two world wars and conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and
Afghanistan.

U.S.S. SHICKSHINNY
Shortly after the close of the First World War, a new
7,800 ton freighter was launched from Hog Island Navy
Yard near Philadelphia.40 A descendant of Pocahontas
with a deep affinity for American Indian names, Mrs.
Woodraw Wilson named the ship “Shickshinny.” Not
unlike the day of our sesquicentennial parade, the
weather did not cooperate on the day the U.S.S.
Shickshinny was to be christened. But according to
Natalie Beach Crary, a descendant of one of the town’s
founders chosen to christen the new ship, heavy rain
“did not mar the beauty of the picture, as the ship in its
glossy coat of paint glided down the waxed way
bounded with seeming joyousness into the waters of the Delaware….”41 The first captain of the Shickshinny
opened a restaurant in Virginia upon retirement from the Navy. He named the restaurant “Shickshinny.”42

AN IDEAL AMERICAN TOWN
In 1956, General Motors Company featured the town of Shickshinny in a two-page color advertisement in both
the Saturday Evening Post and Life magazine. According to GM’s general manager at the time, “Shickshinny
had been selected … because the color photograph showing Shickshinny nestling in the green valley between
the mountains struck an immediate
and nostalgic response…. It was a
pretty community in a beautiful setting
and seemed to represent all things that
are good in our country.”43

CENTENNIAL
There was much to celebrate in 1961.
Shickshinny had turned one hundred!
Various festivities were planned
throughout the year, most notably the
centennial parade on Saturday, August
31, 1961. A huge crowd gathered
downtown to witness the parade led by
Centennial Queen Cathy Moore.44
Other events included a band concert,
a motorcycle drill by Philadelphia police, a “style show,” a carnival, a museum and a performance of a historical
pageant entitled “Land of the Five Mountains” followed by a dazzling display of fireworks.
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Edited by R. Micca
Postcards courtesy of Frank Evina

Centennial Mem ories

Highlights from the 1945 “Legend” (Shickshinny High School)

